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PARSHAS TETZAVEH
INAUGURATION OF THE MENORAH

THERE IS a famous machiokes between the Rambam and

the Rashbg regarding how many times a day the menorah
was kindled in the Beis HaMikdash, According to the Rambam
(Hilchos Temidin U'Mussafin 3:12), the hadiakah was performed
twice a day, once in the morning and once in the afternoon.

G The Rashba (quoted by Lechem Mishnah) disagrees, since the

passuk states, W13 v 11990 - “from evening until morning”
(Shemos 27:21), implying that the menorah was only kindled in
the afternoon.

Based on this, the Binyan Shiomo (siman 53) explains the
Custom in some communities to light the Chanukah menorat in
the Beis HaKnesses during Shacharis, in addition to the lighting
performed between Mincha and Ma'ariv. The Beis HaKnesses is
considered a Mikdash Me'nt (miniature Beis HaMikdash), and so,
as a remembrance of the Chanukah miracle that affected the
morning hadlakah as well according to the opinion of the
Rambam, some communities also light in the morning,.

The Rashba questions the Rambam’s view based on the
Mishnah in Menachos (49a): “We do not inaugurate the menorah
with anything other than its seven lamps [kindled] in the
afternoon.” A kli shares (service utensil) achieves its chinuch
(inauguration) when it is utilized for the performance of its:
avodah (Sanhedrin 16b). If the menorah is kindled in the mormning

as well, as the Rambam maintains, why could the menorah not
be inaugurated through the mormin g hadlakah?

,‘}, When dedicating a particular kli for future avodah in the Beis

I\

(5

HaMikdash, the zvodah required for that chinuch must be the
initial avodah performed with that ki For example, the same
Mishnah in Menachos teaches that the mizbe'ach may be in-
augurated only with the 4amid shel shachar (morning tamid-
offering). The first Korban Tamid offered on a mizbe’ach not only
fulfills that day’s requirement for that particular avodah, but
also serves as the chinuch of that mizbe‘ach for any future
avodah,
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That is why the Torah discusses the daily Korban Tamid both
in our parsha (Shemos 29:38-42) and in Parshas Pinchas. In our

. parsha, the purpose of the Korban Tamid is to serve as part of
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thewmmntrast to the Korban Tamid
in Ifzrfcﬁ_lg which is recorded as part of the daily avodah in the
Mishkan. The reason that only the morning tamid may serve to
be mechanech the mizbe’ach is that it is the first in the series of
the daily korbanos. The proper daily seder of avodah started with
the tamid shel shachar, followed by the day’s other communal
and private korbanos, and concluded with the tamid shel bein
ha’arbayim {(afternoon tamid-offering) (Pesachim 58b-59a).
According to the Rambam, the same logic holds true re-

garding the chinuch of the menarah. Although the menorah was
lit twice a day, it is the afternoon lighting, Iaéﬁ;é'-'jjf;c;;li-;e-
ning until morning,” that is considered the beginning of the
mitzvah; the morning lighting is considered the conclusion of
the mitzvah. Therefore, the chinuch of the menorah must be per-
formed through the afternoon hadlakah.

This understanding of the process of chinuch klei shares will
shed light on an interesting historical incident. The Kaftor Va-
Ferach (verek 6) writes that in 5017 (1257), Rabbeinu Yechiel
MiParis, one of the Ba’alei HaTosfos who moved to Eretz Yis-
rael, advocated building a mizbe’ach and offering korbanos on it.

Hundreds of years later, in 1837, Rebbi Akiva Eiger requested
of his son-in-law, the Chasam Sofer, that he try to persuade the
Ottoman ruler of Jerusalem to allow the building of a mizbe’ach

A
«on the Har HaBayis and the offering of korbanos. The Chasam
Sofer (Yoreh De’ah 236) wrote back that unfortunately this would
not be possible, as a non-Moslem would be forbidden access to
the Temple Mount, much less to offer korbanos on a mizbe’ach at
9\ the site of the mosque on the Mount. In the context of his

response, the Chasam Sofer comments on the plan of Rabbeinu
Yechiel and proceeds to analyze a number of the halachic issues
associated with such an undertaking, such as our current state of
tum’ah, the lack of Kohanim meyuchasim whose lineage can be
proven, lack of the precious stones for the Kohen Gadol's choshen,
and the need to purchase communal korbanos with machatzis
hashekel funds.

Regarding this last issue, the Chasarm Sofer cites the comment
of Rav Ya’akov Emden that Rabbeinu Yechiel may have only
advocated the offering of the Korban Pesach, as that korban is
not brought from communal funds, but rather from the funds
of a:fg,mall group of individuals.

The Ng_ﬁtz__zjz (Ha'amek Davar, Vayikra 26:31; Meishiv Davar,
2:56) provides another reason to account for the considera-
tion of offering only the Korban Pesach, and not the Korban
Tamid, at that time. In the tochechah, the passuk describes,
ComIME M2 AR K9 DIwTpR RR mmwm - ‘T will make your
sanctuaries desolate; I will not savor your satisfying aromas”
(Vayikra 26:31). In addition to cat;sing the destruction of the
Beis HaMikdash, it seems that Hashem will not be interested in

#404 P.OO4
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| smelling the re’ach nicho’ach (satisfying aroma) of the korbanos.
Thus, even if, as in the Rambam’s view, the location of the Beis
HaMikdash retained its kedushah after the churban, we would
still be unable to offer korbanos at this time, as Hashem told us
that He is not interested in the re’ach nicho’ach of our korbanos
, (Binyan Tzz‘yon, siman 1)! It is most striking, continues the

Netziv, that the Korban Pesach is the one and only korban that
i$ never described in the Torah as prowdmg a re'ach nicho’ach.

RO

Prec15ely because the Korban Pesach is excep’aonal in this
regard, the Rishonim considered the possibility of offeting this
| { korban in-particular even mfii}?u’c a Beis HaMikdash.

A ndmber of Acharonim (see Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, Mikdash
Melech, perek 11) are bothered by the following question. How
could _the offering of the Korban Pesach have been a p0551b114ty
in the days of the Ba'alei HaTosfos, given that the smizbe’ach

f@would first have to be dedicated to be fit for avodah and that
thinuch may only be accomplished by first offering the tamid
shelshachar? It would seem that bringing the Korban Tamid
was out of the range of possibility because, as mentioned, this
kerban must be purchased with the communal funds of the ma-

W chatzis hashekel, which must, in tumn, be donated by the whole
of Klal Yisrael.

We may suggest an answer to the guestion n of the Acharonim
along the following lines. Although, as mentioned, the usual
order of hakravas korbanos in the Beis HaMikdash followed the rule

Jethat all korbanos were to be brought after the tamid shel shachar
and before the tamid shel bein ha'arbayim, there was an exception
to-this rule. The Korban Pesach stands alone, as it was brought
after the tamid shel bein ha'arbayim (Pesachim 58b). Thus, it canbe
said that all the korbanos of the year belong to « one seder, while the
Korban Pesach, umquely, forms a seder unto its ts own. Therefore,
while it is true that on all the other days of the yea year, “the mizbe’ach
canr only be inaugurated with the tamid shel shachar, on grev
Pesach, the chinuchcar-take-place-with-the. Kamggggch The
Karban Pesach is the beginning of this seder avodah, and it could

[,serve as a means throqg_h which to be mechanech the mzzbe ‘ach at

the same tifrie it accomplishes its own partlcular avodak.
[See Ginas Egoz, pp. 202-203.] I
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According to this Gemara, Yeshayahu is ridiculing and debasing the Babylonian gods
in scatological terms by describing their great difficulty in defecating: 1712 172 1072
wign vn 50 kS, Together, they kneel, they bend, but they cannot eliminate their
foad. (See Rashi here, based on Megillah 25b.) ' _

Similarly, Eliyahu HaMNaviin his challenge to the prophets of the Baal-god at Mount
Carmel ridicules the Baal-god: ~3 511393 axp HK ImPK DOz 2007 oyl wn
YR K T wbax i Ty 10 oDy mwn K30 oK, And at noontime, Eliyahu
mocked them and said. “Call out in a loud voice, for he is a god, perhaps he is busy
talking, or is involved in some pursuil, or is traveling; maybe he is sleeping and he
will awaken” (I Melachim 18:27). )

[( Yeshayahu'’s mockery of idols and idolatry is expressed in terms of bodily waste.

Furthermore, we find idols, avodah zarah, described as 523, dung, in many places
in Tanach {cf. Devarim 29:16; | Melachim 15:12; Yechezkel 14:3, etc.}. I Beficoves
us to understand why idolatry is expressed in such indelicate terms. Perhaps the
explanation is as follows. T

Hiimar, or even animal, waste matter, 553, is eliminated by the body’s marvelous
digestive system after it has digested the food and utilized its nutrients to sustain
the body. That which is needed is retained, and the by-products that are rendered
unusable after digestion are eliminated. T

The opposite is true of avodah zarah. There, “waste matter” is not discarded.

qA On the contrary, it becomes its central focus, as we shall explain. Throughout the

3

4l

Yt

Tanach, we find many examples of anthropomorphism, or the description of Hashem
in human terms, such as: BM¥H3 1YY WK AT TR 0y kM, Yisrael saw
the great hand that Hashem brought to bear in Egypt (Shemos 14:31); “x 11y
BOYIY-DR MR DUy, HasHem's eyes are toward the righteous, and His ears to their
cries ( Tehillim 34:16); Sxtp 193 W2 1 WK 13, Thus did Haskem say, “Yisrael is My
firstborn” { Shemos 4:22); or as is often used in connection with korbanos: iy ™M
5, A smell pleasing to Haswem (Vaylikra 1:9, ete.). There are many more such
examples. It is clear that these hurnan terms are not meant to be taken literally. God
is.not physical, and He has no “hand,” “eyes,” or “ears,” nor any nose with which to
“smell.” Rather, these words are utilized to convey certain ideas to us about God and
His relationship with us which are best expressed in human terms. But once these
ideas are "digested” and absorbed, wg get past the metaphors that “za"reer”—"b‘[c'a_ﬁd,

and the physical aspects of these terms are discarded.

However, in idolatry, jiist the opposite occurs. That which is meant to be eonly
representative, “digested,” and then to be discarded as waste material, becomes the
object of the worship and is deified. Stars becorne the “eyes of god,” stormwinds
become “god’s powerful breath,” and thunder becomes “aod’s angry voice,” to cite

just a few examples. Similarly, when HaKadosh Baruch Hu said that He has children
— as in, YD 1¥YPR NN pinTRe 3 w17, Bring My sons from afar, and My daughters
from the ends of the earth (above 43:6); or D27 % oy g, You are children to
Hasres your God {Devarim 14:1) — this does not mean that God_has children as we
know them. Rather, it is meant purely figuratively to convey the close relationship of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Yisrael. But, for example, in Christianity, this has becomne
literalized, and the central figure of that religion is said (b€ the “son of God.”

\{(( Therefore, what avodah Zarah represents. is_the “rxiy of the mind,” because it

6 l tion of the erroneous ideas on which it is based I?Nﬂf’)’ »na ?[1'9?3 N TE N

intorporates as its central object of worship that which is meant only to be utilized
to convey certain ideas, biit Is then to be discarded and eliminated as useless waste
matter after it has been “digested.” Therefore, although seemningly indelicate to us,
Yeshayahu and other neviim describe idolatry in terms of waste matter, as an iliustra-
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2. Bells and Pomegranates s

The Torah® describes eight special garments which are required to be
worn by the kohen gadol (high priest). The Gemara* discusses an inter-
esting feature of these eight garments:

Why was the section dealing with the priestly garments written
next to the section dealing with offerings? To teach you that

lo just as offerings effect atonement, so, too, the garments effect
atonement.

The Gemara then proceeds to outline which sin is atoned for by which
garment. One of the sins is lashon hara, slander, which is atoned for by
the me’il, the blue coat. How are these two connected? At the hem of
the me’il is a row comprised alternately of gold bells and pomegranates
spun from different materials. Says the Gemara: “Let an item which
produces a sound [the me'il whose bells chimed when the kohen gadol
walked] come and atone for a matter involving a sound [lashon haral.

Onrthe face of it, the Gemara seems to be saying that merely by wear-
ing these garments, the kohen gadol achieves atonement for the Jewish

people. That doesn’t sound too hard at all. As long as his wardrobe is in .

order, it sounds as if everything is in order!

Howw.«s Yitzchak® explains that the matter is not so

simple. When the Gemara says that thie priestly garments are capable

"

)

or ertecting atonement, it means that each of the garments contains a
message regarding a particular sin. If heeded, this message can help us
avoid that sin in the future, and thus allow us to achieve atonement for
past wrongdoings.

And what is the message of the bells at the bottom of the me'il?

M Next to each bell is a pomegranate. The Gemara elsewhere?® tells us

that the pomegranate is an expression of everything that is good about
the Jewish people: “Even the empty ones among you are full of mitzvos,
like a pomegranate is full of seeds.”

How can someone be both “empty” and “full of good deeds” at the
same time? The answer is, there will always be redeeming features in
any _person, If you choose to ignore these positive points, you will see
the person as empty. You may come to speak slander about the person
because you feel there is nothing good to say about him. Thus, the To-
rah places a pomegranate next to each bell, as if to say, when you “ring

A% your bell” and make a sound about your fellow, make it a “pomegranate

sound.” There is plenty of positive in others if you are prepared to see
it. This is the antidote to lashon hara, and the pathway to its atonement.
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